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MIDDLE EAST & ISLAMIC STUDIES

Kazuo Morimoto and Sajjad Rizvi (Eds.)
KNOWLEDGE AND POWER IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES
APPROACHES IN INTELLECTUAL HISTORY
The study of Islam and of Islamic history is enjoying something of a revival with an emphasis on intellectual history and a
greater concern with the ‘subaltern’ within that.
     Why does religion continue to hold significance in our times? Are humans better off, adaptable, less violent, 
consistently unpredictable?  How can we understand the course of our political history and the seeming dominance of 
democracy and its discontents, not least the legacies of coloniality and empire? While nationalist historiographies prevail 
in many contexts as well as Marxist and other approaches, the trend seems to be towards connected histories, the 
transnational and the global. Much of this constitutes intellectual history, which as one leading expert puts it, “seeks to 
restore a lost world, to recover perspectives and ideas from the ruins, to pull back the veil, and explain why the ideas 
resonated in the past and convinced their advocates.” (Richard Whatmore) Ideas are expressive of cultures and norms, 
practices and dispositions, of actions and events that lie at the very core of human experience such as sovereignty and 
power, mind and matter, profanity and spirituality. 
     There are noticeable differences of approach in the various chapters presented but what brings them together is a 
careful study of texts, not in a reductively philological manner derided quite often these days but in the way in which we
recognise that texts are forms of speech acts and lie alongside other forms of self-expression that can elucidate and 
illuminate as well as occlude. 
     This is the first volume in the new series STUDIES IN ISLAMIC INTELLECTUAL HISTORY (ISSN 2941-1491).
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Mohamed Matar
BAHRAIN’S SURVIVING DYNASTY
The Al Khalifa’s Rulership Struggles and Successions
1783–1932
The Al Khalifa of Bahrain is a long-standing dynasty that has established dispute resolution measures to overcome intra-
tribal ambitions for power and wealth, replacing extra-constitutional rulership succession with primogeniture. Since their
control over Bahrain began in 1783 until the British withdrawal from the Gulf in 1971, the Al Khalifa introduced ten 
senior ruling shaykhs, seven of whom experienced turbulent successions, and faced in-house rivalries and power-seeking
disputes.

     This book provides valuable insights into how the Al Khalifa tribe managed to shape and maintain their patrimonial 
rule for over 240 years, ultimately emerging as one of the most prevailing and enduring royal families in the region today.
It delves into their strategies and tactics for overcoming local contexts, external challenges, and intra-tribal rivalries.

     The book is an essential read for anyone interested in the history and politics of Bahrain and the Gulf region.
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Pierre Loti and Samuel Viaud
CONSTANTINOPLE AND THE BOSPHORUS
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH AND ANNOTATED BY G. REX SMITH
AND JONATHAN M. G. SMITH

First English translations of Pierre Loti’s Vision d’Orient and Constantinople. Fin de siecle.

     Pierre Loti (1850-1923) was born Louis-Marie-Julien Viaud into a Protestant family in Rochefort in Saintonge, South-
West France (now Charente Maritime). He was an officer of the French Navy and a prolific author of considerable note 
in 19th-/early-20th-century France, publishing many novels and numerous accounts of his travels around the world. He 
was a member of the French Academy.

    Apart from his literary talents, Loti was a pioneer photographer and this translation is greatly enhanced by the 
reproduction of some of the photographs he took at the time.

     Volume includes a number historic photos taken by Pierre Loti and 2 maps.
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Andreas Görke and Gregor Schoeler
THE EARLIEST WRITINGS ON THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD
THE ‘URWA CORPUS AND THE NON-MUSLIM SOURCES
The main part of this book consists of a compilation and evaluation of the corpus of traditions about the life of 
Muḥammad attributed to the early scholar ‘Urwa ibn al-Zubayr (c. 643- c. 712). ‘Urwa was the nephew of the Prophet's
wife ‘Ā’iša, who was also his most important informant. The authenticity of a large part of these traditions is certain, since
they were handed down independently from each other by two or more tradents of ‘Urwa. They are thus the oldest 
authentic Muslim reports about the Prophet. The authors argue that ‘Urwa's reports by and large correctly reflect the 
basic features of the historical events described.
      Somewhat older than ‘Urwa's traditions about Muḥammad is only a report in a non-Islamic Armenian source attributed
to the chronicler Sebeos (wrote around 660). This and other external evidence partly agree with the Islamic sources, 
sometimes providing new perspectives on the life of the Prophet. But there are also contradictions. The authors can 
show that in such cases the ‘Urwa transmission is preferable.
      The crux of the much-discussed so-called Hagarism hypothesis, which proposes an alternative narrative of the origins of
Islam (Muḥammad established a community which comprised both Arabs and Jews. He and these allies then set off to 
conquer Palestine) is demonstrably based on a misreading of a Sebeos passage.
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