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Islamic rituals are generally considered to be inherently linked to bodily enactment and spatial constraints. This study
challenges this view by tracing conceptualizations of rituals beyond physicality and spatiality to the 9th century,
rather than treating them as modern responses to Covid-19 or contemporary Muslim thought. Early Muslim jurists
had already theorized ritual forms that challenged conventional bodily and spatial constraints, such as the ‘Heart
Prayer’ and ‘Ship Prayer’.

Through legal and philosophical analysis, the study reassesses ritual performance as historically fluid. It further
examines cyber-Islamic rituals and their implications for religious authority, authenticity, and communal identity.
Empirical case studies of Sunni and Sufi communities in Egypt and the United States situate contemporary digital
practices within a historically and legally nuanced framework, contributing to scholarship on the transformation of
Islamic rituality.
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